     Honorable Members of the Wake County Public School Board and Staff,

   I am writing you to comment on the draft reassignment plan – specifically it’s impact on the families of nodes 384.3 and 384.8 in Cary.
  First allow me to say that I am sympathetic to the strains that growth in Wake County has placed on our school system. Heck, as a parent of six children one could even say that our family is part of the problem. ;-)
  Wake County is consistently rated one of the best places to live, work and play in the nation. This recognition, which reflects our high quality of life, continues to attract a large number of new residents each year. We all know that with those new residents come thousands of new students, and that finding seats for these new students is no easy task. I appreciate the school system’s hard work thus far, and especially the fact that you have presented a draft reassignment proposal for citizen review and input. I believe this draft proposal to be a good start in the reassignment process, but as with any draft there is always room for improvement – especially after citizen review and input.
   I have brought this to your attention in the past, but I believe it to be worth mentioning again.  Recent studies by the National Education Association (NEA) conclude that the most accurate predictor of a student’s achievement in school is not income or social status, but the extent to which that student’s family is able to become involved in their children’s education at school and in the community. Positive results of parental involvement include improved student achievement, reduced absenteeism, improved behavior, and restored confidence among parents in their children's schooling. When parents are involved in their children's education at home, they do better in school. And when parents are involved in school, children go farther in school — and the schools they go to are better. (1)
  Hence my concerns regarding the proposed reassignment of nodes 384.3 and 384.8 from Cary High School to Apex High School. These two nodes are roughly a mile away from Cary High School, yet are 5 miles away from Apex High School. A good percentage of both of these nodes are low income families, many of which may be single parent households. The parent(s) may also work multiple jobs, or the family may not have ample transportation to travel to and from their child’s school. It will become much more difficult for these families to remain involved in their children’s education if they are reassigned from Cary High School to Apex High School. Since Apex High School is too far a distance for the children to walk to (Cary is not), it will also become much more difficult for these children to participate in extra-curricular activities or athletics. 
   I realize the reasoning behind reassigning these students to Apex is to reduce the F+R percentage at Cary High School. Your goal of balancing F+R rates throughout the county is admirable. Yet when both of these nodes combined contain only 29 high school students, the resulting decrease in F+R percentage at Cary High School will be less than half a percentage point - hardly worth the negative consequences.
   Stability is also an important factor in determining a child’s success in the classroom. Nodes 384.3 and 384.8 are completely surrounded by nodes that continue to attend Cary High School (see image below). All of these nodes have and will continue to attend Briarcliff Elementary and Reedy Creek Middle School. To remove these two nodes from the middle of their community and send them to a different high school will result in neighborhood children who have grown up together and attended the same elementary and middle schools together now being segregated for high school. The transition from middle school to high school is already a very stressful and emotional time in a child’s life as it is. To segregate these children from their friends and community will only make matters worse and do more harm to these children’s mental well being than good.
   In closing, I urge you to take into consideration the significant role that parental involvement and stability plays in a child’s success in the classroom as you continue to work on this reassignment proposal. I respectfully request that you please leave nodes 384.3 and 384.8 assigned to Cary High School. 
   Sincerely,

   Don Frantz

   Cary Town Council District B
   919-612-6870

   don.frantz@townofcary.org
(1) http://www.nea.org/parents/research-parents.html
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Nodes 384.3 and 384.8 are shown in yellow surrounded by Cary High School nodes in green. The star is the location of Cary High School.

