B.C. and its star guard Tyrese Rice,

proved it could beat the league’s
best teams as well as it’s worst. It
was the middle of the league that
gave coach Al Skinner problems,
along with his team’s inability to
find any kind of consistency. The
Eagles need to win two games:

Georgia Tech will be easy, the same

can't be said for Duke on Friday.

The Tigers are plenty quick and
tough, but not so tough that they

nightmare on the players’ legs.

Unless Nolan Smith can return and
contribute, a three-day grind would
can win four straight over four days.  tax the Blue Devils’ team depth a
After their opener against Georgia
Tech, Clemson has the tourney’s
most difficult road to the winner’s
circle. Executing Oliver Purnell’s
full-court press for two, three or
four straight days will be a

day too many. If Smith can get
ready, Coach K’s lineup options
improve dramatically. Smith’s
availability would provide Jon
Scheyer with rest stops and/or
several minutes on the wings.

a terrific point guard (senior To
Douglas) and a gigantic — by
today’s standards — front line.

are they for real?

The Seminoles won at least 10
games in the ACC for the first time
since 1993 with the combination of

Everyone’s favorite dark horse, the
Seminoles have a big upside. But

Georgia Tech’s regular-season was
a wreck, vastly different from what
the Yellow Jackets expected. A
league-high 16.8 turnovers per
game and meager 62.5 percent

ney

foul shooting, the worst in the ACC,

contributed to the free fall. Being
the host school likely will mean

next to nothing for a Yellow Jackets
team that just never meshed.

Without a post presence, the
Terps have had to win games with
their outside shooting. They have to
play their way back into the NCAA
Tournament after last Sunday’s
loss to the 11th-place Cavaliers.
One-man teams usually exit early.
Junior guard Greivis Vasquez (17.2
ppg, 5.4 rpg, 4.8 apg) will need a
much-improved supporting cast.
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Much more was expected of this
team, which returned all of its
important parts from last year’s
NCAA toruney team. Senior guard
Jack McClinton has held up his end
of the bargain, leading the team
with a 19.7 ppg, but his help has
been sporadic. Thursday’s game
with Va Tech will serve as an
elimination game for the NCAA's.
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UNC has enough fire power to win a
game or two without Ty Lawson.
But unless he can play effectively,
look for another team to claim the
ACC title. Either way, Carolina is still
a No. 1 NCAA regional seed and
will start in Greensboro. If Lawson
plays and the Heels win their third
straight ACC Tourney, it would lock
up the overall No. 1 NCAA seed.

A healthy Courtney Fells, who sat
out the final regular-season game,
and an improved offensive attack
against zones are key for the
Wolfpack. If Fells or someone else
can't at least bother the Terps’
Greivis Vasquez, it'll be one and
done for State. Javier Gonzalez’
ball-handling during the first five
minutes of each half is also key.

their last game, closing the

Diane. With a lineup composed

The Cavaliers saw a ray of hope in

regular-season with a 68-63 win
over Maryland, with a 23-point
performance from senior Mamadi

mostly of underclassmen, and last
in the ACC in field goals (41.8%)
and field goal defense (43.8%),
it's time to get tough or go home.
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To make a splash in Atlanta, the
Hokies will have to shoot better
than their 43.8 percent field goal
average. Top-end talents, shooter
A.D. Vassallo and playmaker
Malcolm Delaney, will get their
points, but sophomore bigs J.T.
Thompson, Terrell Bell and Jeff
Allen need to come through in the
paint.

Talent and youth everywhere.
Postseason pressure will be the
obvious obstacle. The Deacon
freshmen, even Al-Farouq Aminu,
have gone through periods of stage
fright playing away from home, and
the Georgia Dome can look like
basketball’s Grand Canyon. In
Wake's favor, point guard Ish Smith
is the league’s best sixth man.
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