Why I Am Running for Wake County School Board
By Rita Rakestraw

     As a member of the School Board, I would work hard to ensure Wake County public schools are among the best in the nation.  My goal is for all children to have equal opportunity to excel and grow into young men and women ready to thrive in the 21st century.  I want a school system rich in diversity that strives for achievement in all students—working to the benefit of students at all academic levels. Wake County Schools have a very strong reputation (that’s one reason why Raleigh-Cary area was rated the fastest growing metropolitan area in 2007-2008, according to new census data) and I would work to make it even better.

     I taught special education in public schools for 8 years and second grade for one year, and I have always been a strong advocate for public schools.  I have also recently spent time as a Child Development Specialist—working with very young children struggling to keep up because of challenging circumstances.   I have also been the chairperson of C.A.R.E. (Citizens Against Residential Encroachment) for the last 3 years.  This is a citizens group that has worked to maintain balance between residential and commercial interests.  It is with that experience, and the awareness and dedication as a parent of young children, I seek election to the School Board.

Here is what I would like to see for the Wake County Public Schools:
1. High levels of achievement for all students, and assessments that are criterion referenced (criterion referenced tests include items that are directly relevant to the learning outcomes to be measured) and at least partially performance based   

2. Excellent school administrators and teachers for all schools

3. Small class sizes, small schools, and school based decision making by principals, teachers, and parents about curriculum, staff selection, security, etc.

4. Up to date facilities, instructional materials, and technology

5. Preschool for all kids starting at age 3 and full day kindergarten at all schools
6. Ample funds fairly distributed and sensibly spent

7. Healthy lunch and snack choices for students (with local fruits and vegetables when ever possible).
8. Meaningful opportunities for involvement of parents, the business/corporate community, and others with an interest in and commitment to public education.
Budgets don't change our goals and hopes for our children's education.  We will of course work within the confines of budget, but we will not sacrifice our high standards.
