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Wake County GOP Chairman Claude E. Pope Jr. Steps Down, 

Cites Business Opportunities


At tonight’s Wake County GOP Executive Meeting, Chairman Claude E. Pope Jr. announced he was stepping away from the Chairmanship, effective immediately.  Citing business opportunities he is pursuing, Pope said, “I have postponed pursuing career plans until after the November 2 election so I could focus all my energies on leading a vigorous organization of volunteers and candidates.”


“The recent successful election results culminate my 20 months as Party Chairman, and I am thrilled to have been associated with such a group of committed Republicans,” Pope continued.  “After being elected Chairman in March, 2009, our Executive Committee went straight to work, focusing our efforts exclusively on Wake County.  We elected a majority on the School Board in 2009, along with many local officials, and a majority on the County Commission this year.  We also delivered Wake County for Senator Burr, helped elect Renee Ellmers to Congress, picked up a seat in the NC House, and helped elect our district and statewide judges.  I’d say that overall, we’ve had a great run.” 


“I have been honored to be your leader”, Chairman Pope told the Executive Committee, “and thrilled with all the successes we have achieved as a team!  This was a tough decision for my wife, Melissa and me to make, but we believe this is a time when we leave the organization in strong hands for the next elections.”   


“We all worked as volunteers, and demonstrated how sincere and principled our efforts have been,” Pope said.   “I thank all of the Republicans in Wake County for their hard work and devotion.  The election results in 2009 and 2010 show how much a Party can achieve when it stays focused on its “sandbox”.”


“Susan Bryant will become the Chair of the committee until a new election can be held, and I ask you to give her the same support you have shared with me”


Bryant lives in Wake Forest and had previously served as First Vice Chair of the Committee.
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