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One of my favorite verses from the Old Testament is Ecclesiastes 3:1, which reads:  “For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven.”

The season for school board elections in Wake County has begun.    Republican and Democratic leaders are busily identifying candidates and making funding plans for the October 11 election when voters will choose representatives from Districts 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8.

I have been honored to be able to serve as the representative from District 6 since September 2009.  I have done and will continue to do what I promised to the board members who appointed me to fill an unexpired term—devote my energy, experience and time to serving the people of Wake County.

While the filing period does not open until July 25 and closes on August 12, I have decided that I will not be a candidate in the fall election.

The reasons for my decision are many and varied:

1. Our current central office is only 1.5 miles from our home in District 6.  This fall the office will move to Crossroads in Cary, which necessitates a much longer drive.  I drove to Cary for two years (1995-97) when serving as principal at Briarcliff Elementary and at this stage of my life I don’t want to commit to doing that for another four years.

2. My heart is just not attuned to jumping into a partisan campaign in what is supposed to be a nonpartisan election.  I am not prepared to do so.   My efforts since the fall of 2009 have been directed entirely toward preparing for the business of the board, not toward  being a candidate or building a campaign  for the 2011 election.

3. I have a granddaughter who is three years old and I would like to spend more time with her.   My sister died this past year and my 97 year old mother is in fragile, declining health in an assisted living facility where I visit daily.

4. Removing myself from candidacy and campaigning will allow me more freedom and flexibility to devote my time and energy to the more important issues affecting our students, families, and staff:  a new reassignment plan; budgetary issues; updating the composition of the Board Advisory Council for District 6 due to the recent approval of the redistricting plan; and assisting our new superintendent whenever/wherever needed.
Serving on the board has been an honor and I look forward to serving until December 6.
