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TODAY: A cloudy
morning with sun
in the afternoon.
High 80, low 60.
THURSDAY: Clouds
bring a chance of
rain. High 82, 
low 62. 10B
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35 hours
TRIANGLE, 2005

State doctor
has sex crime
on his record

In 1989, Dr. Robert C. Owens admitted molesting a
girl; he will be transferred from Cherry Hospital.

The report from the Texas Transportation Institute tracks the rising
yearly costs of congestion in the nation’s major urban areas.

As anger mounts, U.S.
holes up in Green Zone

BY ROBERT H. REID
AND MATTHEW LEE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD — The United States
on Tuesday suspended all land
travel by U.S. diplomats and other
civilian officials in Iraq outside

B a g h d a d ’ s
heavily fortified
Green Zone,
amid mounting
public outrage
over the alleged
killing of civil-
ians by the U.S.

Embassy’s security provider, North
Carolina-based Blackwater USA.

The move came even as the
Iraqi government appeared to
back down from statements Mon-
day that it had permanently re-
voked Blackwater’s license and
would order its 1,000 personnel to
leave the country — depriving

American diplomats of security
protection essential to operating
in Baghdad.

Instead, the Iraqi Cabinet de-
cided Tuesday to review the status
of all foreign security companies.

“We are not intending to stop
them and revoke their license in-
definitely, but we do need them to
respect the law and the regula-
tion here in Iraq,” government
spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh told
CNN.

The U.S. order confines most
American officials to a 3.5-square-
mile area in the center of the city,
meaning they cannot visit U.S.-
funded construction sites or Iraqi
officials elsewhere in the country
except by helicopter. The notice
did not say when the suspension
would expire.

Our traffic misery
is just getting worse
A new study shows that we’re wasting more of our

time and gas on congested roads in the Triangle.

DAILY CONGESTED ‘RUSH’ HOURS

NAVY CHECKS OUT
LANDING FIELD SITES

Rebuffed in its first choice, the
Navy is going through a list of
six alternative sites in North
Carolina and 10 in Virginia. 1B

DEMS ASK GOP AUDITOR
TO SETTLE SPAT, 1B

U.S. HISTORY A MYSTERY
TO COLLEGE STUDENTS, 1B

MEDDLING ALLEGED
IN WAR FRAUD PROBES

A State Department official is
accused of impeding cases
involving billions of dollars for
Iraq and Afghanistan. 3A

SUBPOENAS SERVED
TO 13 IN CONGRESS

But lawmakers of both parties
are united in saying they won’t
agree to testify in the bribery
case of a former colleague. 6A

MUSHARRAF TO LEAVE
ARMY IF HE WINS VOTE 

But critics ask what would
Pakistan’s Gen. President Pervez
Musharraf do if voters reject him?
Will he declare martial law? 14A

LANGUAGES AT RISK
OF EXTINCTION

The aging speakers of some
dying languages have no one left
to talk to. Linguists are racing
to save the knowledge. 4A

BROKERS COMPLAIN
OF ILLEGAL INCENTIVES
The state is investigating
whether builders offered home
buyers better deals if they
agreed to certain mortgages. 1D

FLOORING MAKER AIMS
TO HOLD ITS GROUND

Pergo, which employs more
than 200 people in the Triangle,
starts an ad campaign to stay
ahead of its many new rivals. 1D

‘I LOVE MY LIFE!’
SIMPSON OFTEN SAID

People in Miami say they never
saw a dark side to O.J. Simpson,
who now faces 10 felony charges
for an incident in Las Vegas. 3A

SEE BLACKWATER, PAGE 10A

The scene is depressingly familiar for anyone unlucky enough to be caught in the daily
commute on Interstate 40 near the Wake-Durham county line. Traffic is in the creep

mode in the eastbound lanes Tuesday afternoon.
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BY MICHAEL BIESECKER
STAFF WRITER

GOLDSBORO — The medical di-
rector at a state mental hospital
will be transferred to another gov-
ernment job because he is a con-
victed child molester.

Dr. Robert C. Owens, who has
worked at Cherry Hospital in
Goldsboro since 1993, pleaded
guilty in 1989 to a single felony
count of taking indecent liberties
with a sleeping 9-year-old girl.

In July, after news reports
about the conviction, Owens was
placed on paid leave from his
$164,518-per-year job at the hos-
pital, where some female patients
are as young as 13.

Starting Oct. 1, Owens will be
transferred to a new job at Maury
Correctional Institution in Greene
County, where he will treat adult
male inmates, according to Deb-
bie Crane, spokeswoman for the
state Department of Health and
Human Services.

Owens, 53, said Tuesday he
understands why his criminal
record might raise concern but
said there have been no com-

plaints about his performance. 
His supervisors at Cherry knew

about the conviction when he was
hired, said Owens, who doesn’t
dispute he committed the crime. 

“It was a one-time thing,” Owens
said in a telephone interview.
“Cherry is sort of the place for sec-
ond chances. … But, you know, I un-
derstand. I hope to make a positive
contribution in the new position.”

Owens was elevated to be the
hospital’s interim medical director
this year after a colleague had a
stroke. He was the third-highest-
ranking administrator at the hos-
pital, which is the focus of a fed-
eral inquiry following complaints
about the quality of patient care.
The 284-bed hospital has until
Sept. 30 to fix the problems or the
Centers for Medicare & Medic-
aid Services will cut off the hospital
from federal insurance reim-
bursements — a potential loss of
more than $8.4 million per year.

It is not clear whether the hos-
pital’s problems with federal au-
thorities have anything to do with

THE URBAN AVERAGE IS FOR THE
NATION’S 85 LARGEST URBAN AREAS

SOURCE: TEXAS TRANSPORTATION
INSTITUTE 2007 URBAN MOBILITY REPORT
MOST RECENT FIGURES ARE FROM 2005.

TRAVEL SLOWED
BY CONGESTION

COMMUTER TIME
IN CONGESTION

CONGESTION’S COST PER COMMUTER

SEE CHERRY, PAGE 10A

Fed slashes key rate; some
homeowners are big winners

6.2 hours
TRIANGLE, 2005

Triangle, 2000 5.6 hours
Triangle, 1995 5.2 hours
Charlotte, 2005 7.2 hours
Urban average, 2005 7.0 hours

Triangle, 2000 19 gallons
Triangle, 1995 16 gallons
Charlotte, 2005 31 gallons
Urban average, 2005 31 gallons

GAS EACH COMMUTER
WASTES IN CONGESTION

23 gallons
TRIANGLE, 2005

47%
TRIANGLE, 2005

The Federal Reserve on Tues-
day slashed a key interest rate for
the first time in four years, low-
ering borrowing costs for millions
of businesses and consumers. 

The Fed cut the federal funds rate,
the rate banks
charge each
other, to 4.75
percent from
5.25 percent.
Wal l  Street

cheered, pushing the Dow Jones in-
dustrial average to its greatest one-
day gain in four years.

HOW DOES THAT HELP YOU?
Adjustable-rate debt such as

credit cards, home-equity lines,
auto loans and even some mort-
gages may drop. Wachovia and
other banks lowered benchmark
lending rates a half a point. 

Don’t get too jazzed. Credit-card
companies have much flexibility,
said Ellen Cannon of Bankrate.com.
If you do see a reduction, consider
that the average credit-card holder

owes $15,000 at a 16 percent rate,
according to Cambridge Credit
Counseling Corp. A half-point cut
would save $6 a month.  

IS IT GOOD FOR HOMEOWNERS?
The biggest winners are bor-

rowers with adjustable-rate mort-
gages tied to the rate. For those
with fixed-rate mortgages, there
is no direct benefit.

ANY LOSERS? 
Rates on savings and money

market accounts will decline. 
WHAT’S NEXT?

The lower rate should stimu-
late borrowing and spending, and
that usually props up an economy,
said Wachovia economist Mark
Vitner. Thawing credit may ease
the subprime mortgage crisis and
keep it from spreading to other
parts of the economy, he said.
The Fed, which next meets Oct.
31, will watch for signs of inflation
and economic growth. 

FRANK NORTON, VICKI LEE PARKER
AND DAVID RANII

INSIDE

DOW: Stocks
soar on news of
rate cut.  � 1D

INSIDE

HARD LINE:
Democrats take
tougher position
on withdrawal
from Iraq.  � 5A

$671
TRIANGLE, 2005

Triangle, 2000 $510
Triangle, 1995 $376 
Charlotte, 2005 $875
Urban average, 2005 $824

NEWS UPDATES AT WWW.NEWSOBSERVER.COM ● FINAL EDITION, 50 CENTS ©2007 THE NEWS AND OBSERVER PUBLISHING COMPANY ● RALEIGH, N.C.WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2007

INDEX

Triangle, 2000 40%
Triangle, 1995 34%
Charlotte, 2005 58%
Urban average, 2005 63%

Triangle, 2000 31 hours
Triangle, 1995 26 hours
Charlotte, 2005 45 hours
Urban average, 2005 44 hours


