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SCHOOL BOARD VOTE
CALLED ILLEGAL

A First Amendment expert
says the Wake board should
have voted in public to place
the superintendent on admin-
istrative leave. 1B

RECORDS SEALED 
IN TAFT CASE

Judge Don-
ald Stephens
agrees to the
Wa ke DA’s
re q u e s t t o
block the re-
lease of 911
record ings

and warrants in the murder in-
vestigation. 2B

CHANCELLOR SAYS
NCSU IS TOO TIMID

Randy Woodson says he’ll
lead a discussion on how to
raise the university’s profile,
particularly in engineering
and sciences. 1B

BANK OF AMERICA
TO DENY CHARGES

To cut overdraft fees, the bank
says this summer it will start
rejecting debit-card transac-
tions if customers can’t cover
the charges. 4B

ONCE A C-SECTION
ALWAYS C-SECTION?

Women who want to attempt a
normal delivery after previous
cesarean births often are
denied the choice, a panel of
experts finds. 8A

GOLD MEDALS FOR
FEMALE WWII PILOTS

About 200 Women Airforce
S erv i ce P i lo t s accepted
Congressional Gold Medals
for their wartime service. 3A

MARION JONES WILL
PLAY FOR TULSA

The disgraced sprinter offers
no apologies for her past as
she is introduced as the
n e w e s t m e m b e r o f t h e
WNBA’s Tulsa Shock. 6C
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WEATHER

Today: Rain
chance: 80 per-
cent. High 65;
low 56.

Friday: Rain 100
percent likely.
High 70; low 56.
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By Matt Ehlers

STAFF WRITER

B o Butler has cheered the
UNC Tar Heels at 43
straight ACC men’s bas-

ketball tournaments, but this
year’s woeful team had Butler
originally planning to skip the
journey to Greensboro.

T h e s e v e n -
hour drive from
h i s h o m e i n
Chatt anooga ,
Tenn., seemed
like too much of

a haul, especially since many
expect a one-and-done affair for
North Carolina. So in mid-Feb-
ruary, Butler placed an ad on a
Tar Heel message board and of-
fered his two sets of tourna-
ment ticket books at face value,
$792 for the pair.

Nobody wanted them.

One year removed from a national
championship, Tar Heel fans are
finding that the blues come in all
colors, even shades of Carolina
blue. In addition to the slow second-
ary-ticket market, this year’s gloom-
iness about the ACC tournament
has affected businesses along
Franklin Street and the general
mood in Chapel Hill. 

True, for fans of that other blue
Triangle team, things are much
more upbeat. Duke is the tourna-
ment’s No. 1 seed and has a bye in

today’s first-round games. But with
the exception of the Blue Devils, the
state’s other three ACC teams –
UNC, N.C. State and Wake Forest –
must play among the other lower-
ranked teams today. And win a gru-
eling four straight games to take the
tournament title.

The Wolfpack, the 11th seed, has
faced the first round several times be-
fore. Being a low seed has been less
common for the Demon Deacons, 

TAR HEEL FANS 
SING THE BLUES

N.C. State’s Javier Gonzalez, left, greets Eli Mills, 9, of Greensboro, in UNC sweatshirt, and NCSU
fans Will Corey, 9, and his sister Riley Anne Corey, 8, after an open practice at Greensboro Coliseum. 

ETHAN HYMAN – ehyman@newsobserver.com

2009 champ UNC is No. 10 seed as ACC Tourney begins 
Tracy Hill,
43, of Re-
no, Nev.,
stocks up
on T-shirts
and other
UNC wares
at The
Shrunken
Head Bou-
tique in
Chapel Hill. 

COREY
LOWENSTEIN –
clowenst@news-
observer.com

INSIDE

Saunders:
Why the Heels’
miserable
season isn’t all
bad. � 1B

SEE ACC, PAGE 6A

By Sue Stock and David Ranii

STAFF WRITERS

The state’s unemployment rate hit a
record high 11.1 percent in January – un-
welcome news for the state’s half-million
job seekers struggling to find work.

Economists say that despite the in-
crease in the unemployment rate, there
are signs of recovery. But out-of-work
residents are having trouble seeing the
silver lining.

“All I do is look and look and look,”
said Rose Clark, 68, of Middlesex.

Clark has been unemployed for almost
a year after she had knee surgery and was
unable to perform her job as a nurse’s
aide for WakeMed. Recently, she had to
take money from her retirement account
to pay her mortgage.

“I’m not optimistic at all,” she said.
The January rate is the highest on rec-

ord since officials started using the cur-
rent method in 1976.

December’s rate was originally report-
ed as 11.2 percent but was revised to
10.9 percent during the annual review of
state labor statistics last month.

It’s normal for the unemployment rate
to rise when a recession shows signs of
ending, said N.C. State economist Mike
Walden. That’s because of the way unem-

A grim
record:
11.1%

jobless
January figures a shock, but
there’s a glimmer of hope:

As economy improves, more
are resuming job search.

By David Mercer

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — As they scrambled recently to find the
source of a salmonella outbreak that has sickened hun-
dreds around the country, investigators from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention successfully used a
new tool for the first time – the shopper cards that mil-
lions of Americans swipe every time they buy groceries.

With permission from the patients, investigators fol-
lowed the trail of grocery purchases to a Rhode Island
company that makes salami, then zeroed in on the pepper
used to season the meat.

Never before had the CDC successfully mined the
mountain of data that supermarket chains compile.

“It was really exciting. It was a break in the investiga-
tion for sure,” CDC epidemiologist Casey Barton Behra-
vesh said.

At least 245 people in 44 states have been sickened in
the outbreak. 

The victims included Raymond Cirimele, a 55-year-old
Chicago man. He said no one asked for his shopper-card
data, but he would have provided it if someone had.

“I don’t have any secrets, so I’m not worried about it,”
he said. “It’s kind of like the whole airport security and all
that. I’d rather fly on a safe plane.”

CDC sleuths use
shopper-card data
to trace salmonella

SEE CDC, PAGE 6A

By Sarah Avery

STAFF WRITER

DURHAM — Thousands of pa-
tients may undergo heart cath-
eterizations without having
any blockages that would war-
rant the invasive diagnostic
test, researchers at Duke Uni-
versity Medical Center report
today.

The study, published in the
New England Journal of Medi-
cine, found that up to 60 per-
cent of patients without a his-
tory of heart disease are es-
sentially free of clogs when
they undergo cardiac catheter-
izations. Expensive and po-
tentially risky, the procedures
could often be avoided if less
invasive diagnostic tools were
more effective.

“The question is: Is there a
better way to do this?” said
Dr. Manesh Patel, a cardiolo-
gist at Duke University Med-

Hearts probed too often 
Duke team urges 
better screening 

SEE HEART, PAGE 9A

WHAT IT DOES

Cardiac catheterization is used to: 
■ Diagnose or evaluate coronary artery disease and heart defects. 
■ Repair some heart defects. 
■ Open blocked arteries or grafts in the heart.

SOURCE: NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

SEE JOBLESS, PAGE 6A

SENATE PASSES EXTENSION

On Wednesday, the Senate passed a mea-
sure including an extension of jobless benefits
as well as other tax breaks for businesses and
states struggling with Medicaid expenses.
Now the legislation moves to the House for
approval. Story, Page 6A.

Navigating the world of unemployment pay
can be confusing. Here’s how it works.

Initial benefits last 26 weeks. After that,
there is a series of tiers of extended benefits,
approved by Congress. The first tier is an addi-
tional 20 weeks. The second adds 14 weeks. The
third adds 13 more weeks. The fourth, six
weeks. And the fifth tier is a final 20 weeks. In
all, that adds up to 99 weeks. Not everyone
qualifies for all 99 weeks.

According to current law, people drawing
benefits under any of the five tiers will be cut
off after April 5. People would receive pay-
ments for all of the weeks in the tier that they
are on as of April 5, but they won’t collect
benefits under the next tier unless Congress
passes legislation to keep the tiers through
the end of the year. 


