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Cesar Laurean buried the
body in his yard.
SARA D. DAVIS - AP

EX-MARINE FOUND
GUILTY OF MURDER

The former corporal was con-
victed in the death of a preg-
nant Marine who had accused
him of rape. 3B

UTILITIES CUTTING
ELECTRICITY RATES

Duke Energy will cut its resi-
dential rate by 6.5 percent
next month; Progress Energy
previously announced cut. 1B

N.C. APPEALS COURT
GETS NEW JUDGE

Special Supe-
rior Court
Judge Cres-
sie Thigpen
replaced

Judge James
Wynn, who
was elevated to the 4th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals. 3B

NO-NAME VENUE
ATTRACTS BIDDERS

Raleigh officials say they ex-
pect a firm offer soon from
one of four companies that
want their name on the down-
town amphitheater. 1B

JUDGE STOPS
RESEARCH FUNDING

The ruling says federal fund-
ing of embryonic stem cell re-
search approved by President
Barack Obama violates a 1996
law. 3A

STAND-OFF ENDS IN
DEATHS OF TOURISTS

Police commandos stormed a
bus in the Philippines after a
12-hour standoff with a for-
mer policeman demanding his
job back. 3A

WEATHER

Today: It'll take
you longer to
break a sweat.
L] High 81, low 67.

Wednesday: Part-
ly cloudy and
“ warmer. High 88,
W low 67. 8B
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Distrust of SBI appears in court

Prosecutors, judges
and lawyers expect
repercussions for
years to come.

By Manpy Locke
AND JosepH NEFF
STAFF WRITERS
Last Thursday, Johnston
County defense attorney
Mike Reece demanded the
courts put the brakes on his

client’s trial, which was set to
start at the end of this month.

Reece’s argument: He no
longer trusted the work of the
State Bureau of Investigation
crime lab.

An SBI analyst had linked
his client to the drug-traffick-
ing charge through DNA evi-
dence. Reece wanted more in-
formation and time to consult
a DNA expert.

“All this information came
from the SBI, and we all know

AGENTS' SECRETS

» To read additional
stories from The News &
Observer's series on the

SBI forensic labs, go to
newsobserver.com.

what they say doesn’t matter
anymore. They have no cred-
ibility now,” Reece said in an
interview Monday.

It is a scene expected to
play out in courtrooms across

the state in the coming
months as attacks on the
SBI’s credibility reverberate.
Judges anticipate a slew of
motions from prisoners seek-
ing a review of their cases, cit-
ing problems over SBI analy-
sis. Prosecutors are trying to
figure out how to defend SBI
agents and analysts, often
their star witnesses in front
of juries.

And defense attorneys like
Reece are casting a more

skeptical eye on forensic sci-
ence offered up by the state’s
crime lab.

The prosecutor agreed to
Reece’s request to delay the
trial. And, Monday, a
400-page stack of reports and
raw DNA data arrived from
the SBI.

This month, the News &
Observer revealed problems
at the SBI in a series, Agents’

SEE SBI, PAGE 6A

PAKISTANIS STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL

[
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Pakistani flood victims line up for food on Monday in Sukkur. In

Sindh, authorities are trying to save the evacuated city as floods
threaten more havoc. The near monthlong flooding has killed
1,500 people and left millions homeless or in shelters.

ASIF HASSAN - AFP/GETTY IMAGES

ONLINE

See more photos of the
damage and the people in
flood-ravaged Pakistan at

newsobserver.com

INSIDE

People in the Triangle

with Pakistani ties collect
aid; country's leader vows
to keep control. »5A

NCCU wants

greater attire

Will the levee break, again?

New Orleans wonders whether its new storm barrier is enough

awareness

By Eric FERRERI
STAFF WRITER

DURHAM - On the first day of class, ev-
erything N.C. Central University junior
Ricky Magwood wore was much too big
for him - from a billowy white T-shirt to
the gold chain dangling nearly to his

waist.

By JoHN ScHWARTZ
THE NEW YORK TIMES

LAKE BORGNE, La. = The great wall
of Lake Borgne is a monster. Nearly
two miles long and 26 feet high, it
spans a corner of the lake, 12 miles
east of New Orleans. On Aug. 29,
2005, that corner funneled Hurri-
cane Katrina’s surge into New Or-
leans, causing some of the city’s
most violent flooding. Now the cor-

ner is being blocked.

Nearly five years after Katrina
and the devastating failures of the
levee system, New Orleans is well
on its way to getting the protection
system Congress ordered: a ring of
350 miles of linked levees, flood
walls, gates and pumps that sur-
rounds the city and should defend it
against the kind of flooding that in
any given year has a 1 percent

chance of occurring.

The scale of the nearly $15 billion
project, which is not due to be com-
pleted until the beginning of next
year’s hurricane season, brings to
mind an earlier age when the nation
built huge works like the Brooklyn
Bridge, the Hoover Dam and the In-
terstate highway system.

SEE LEVEE, PAGE 6A

But it’s hot out, Magwood argued. And

he’s an art student, so he’s going to get
messy anyhow.

Ricky: Your chancellor would like a
word with you.

NCCU Chancellor Charlie Nelms thinks
eye-catching outfits — whether risqué or
just-plain sloppy — are obstacles to learn-
ing. This fall, he’s put in motion a subtle
campaign to eliminate such things as paja-
ma pants to plunging necklines.

SEE ATTIRE, PAGE 6A

blue horizon.

NCCU's business school observes
‘professional attire’ days.
CHUCK LIDDY - cliddy@newsobserver.com

The team of amateur techno-hobbyists may
have forfeited the nationwide ballooning con-
test Sunday when their first shot went astray.
But the Triangle group managed to salvage the
day with their second, just-for-kicks shot into
near space, using a balloon scraped together
from spare parts.

“It came down in Rocky Mount ... and landed

SEE BALLOON, PAGE 6A

2nd try: snapshot from near space

By JosH SHAFFER
STAFF WRITER

RALEIGH - The first balloon vanished roughly
20,000 feet over Rolesville, and for all anyone
knows, it’s still dangling from a power line some-
where or hidden between rows of tobacco.

But the second helium-powered craft that
Team TechShop NC launched into the strato-
sphere shot through the Sunday morning
clouds and into the blackness of near-space,
snapping a dozen shots of the Earth’s curving

At about 80,000 feet, the TechShop NC team'’s helium

balloon photographed the Earth from the stratosphere.
COURTESY OF TEAM TECHSHOP NC
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