STATE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION OF NORTH CAROLINA, INC.
March 18, 2015
A Statement from Wayne Fish, President of SEANC, on behalf of the SEANC Executive Committee:
The past few weeks have been a turbulent time for the State Employees Association of North Carolina, its membership,
staff, Board of Governors, and for each of us – the members of the Executive Committee. Less than two months ago, we
found ourselves publicly defending former SEANC Executive Director, Dana Cope, against what we thought at the time
were unfair, personal attacks on his management style. Our defense of Mr. Cope and our reaction to the claims against
him were based on our perception of the truth, grounded in part on an inadequate internal investigation performed at
that time.
Since then, Mr. Cope has resigned and SEANC has participated in two independent investigations, one conducted by the
State Bureau of Investigation and the other by a reputable, third party CPA firm. Both investigations – still ongoing –
have already resulted in the revelation that an executive level mismanagement of funds occurred during Mr. Cope’s
tenure as Executive Director. This is a matter that we have taken very seriously and as such, Mitch Leonard, our
Executive Director, has restored order, begun implementing the necessary safeguards in our financial systems, and will
be taking further action based on the final reports from both investigations. This is far from the last word on changes
that will be taking place within SEANC as we reexamine all aspects of the way we pursue our mission. We will continue
to update our members as we move forward.
Given the new findings of the ongoing investigations, it has become clear to us that our characterization of the actions
taken by Mrs. Betty “B.J.” Jones and Mr. Arthur Anthony to alert the Board of Governors of their rightful concern about
the former Executive Director’s management style was wrong and unfair. We apologize to Mrs. Jones and Mr. Anthony
for mischaracterizing the motivations for their actions. Furthermore, we appreciate their willingness to stand up for
SEANC and protect the organization that we all love and are proud to serve.
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